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                        Our Lenten Journey 
 

The significance of the 40-day period of Lent is based on two episodes of spiritual testing in the 

Bible: the 40 years of wilderness wanderings by the Israelites after the exodus from Egypt 

(Numbers 33:38 and Deuteronomy 1:3) and the Temptation of Jesus after he spent 40 days fasting 

in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13). 

 

Easter ends our Lenten journey and commemorates the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is the most 

important Christian festival, and the one celebrated with the greatest joy. 

During Holy Week, Christians recall the events leading up to Jesus' death by crucifixion and,  

according to their faith, his Resurrection.  

 

The account of Jesus' death on the cross, or crucifixion, his burial, and his resurrection, or       

raising from the dead, can be found in the following passages of Scripture: Matthew 27:27-28:8; 

Mark 15:16-16:19; Luke 23:26-24:35; and John 19:16-20:30. These accounts are memorialized in 

the Stations of the Cross. 

 

During the season of Lent, St. Mary’s Grade School conducts several services commemorating 

the Passion of Jesus.  On Holy Thursday there is a special service that starts in St. Mary’s Church 

with a closing procession to school commemorating the crucifixion of Christ. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/book-of-exodus-701144
https://www.thoughtco.com/temptation-of-jesus-bible-story-summary-700067
https://www.thoughtco.com/gospel-of-matthew-701051
https://www.thoughtco.com/gospel-of-mark-701054
https://www.thoughtco.com/gospel-of-luke-701053
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-resurrection-story-700218


2 

 

 

Pictured is King Arthur’s Court as 

portrayed in St. Mary’s production of 

the musical “JOUST” a story where 

music becomes the instrument of 

peace in the Kingdom of Camelot. 

The cast comprised of 5th and 6th 

grade students, performed at Kansas 

Wesleyan University. (Photos courte-

sy of St. Mary’s Grade School). 

The students did an excellent job!!  
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Parking Lot 

We do appreciate everyone’s patience with the parking lot situation in the morning. 
We have been monitoring the situation. The reasons for the modifications are      
because of increase enrollment at the grade school. The other issue has not yet  

materialized, but in a little over a month, construction will be underway for St. 
Mary’s Church. This will involve more challenges with construction vehicles and 
daily mass moving to the parish center. This is why it will be important to keep the 
circular traffic flow continuous. Once again, please have all children ready to exit 
the right side of cars on west side of building  -  all at the same time. Do not wait to 
exit in front of west door. 

 

Composite Score Average     Composite Score    

              (Percentage of students scoring 

by Grade Equivalent              average or higher) 

 2018       2019       2020                       2018 2019       2020 

Gr K    K.8 K.8                        Gr K  99% 95%              

Gr. 1     1.9 1.8           1.8                                              Gr. 1 98% 93%  98%  

Gr. 2    2.5 2.9           2.2       Gr. 2       73% 94%         90% 

Gr. 3    3.7 3.4           3.7     Gr. 3 78% 77%  95% 

Gr. 4    5.0 5.3           4.6     Gr. 4 90% 94%  85%  

Gr. 5      5.8 5.9           6.3     Gr. 5 86% 82%         94%                        

Gr. 6          7.6 6.7           6.7     Gr. 6 92% 79%         83% 

 

School Council 

Each year, St. Mary’s Grade School completes a comprehensive assessment (ITBS).  The 

national assessment measures academic progress for students in grades K-6.  Individual 

results are shared with parents at Spring parent teacher conference. 

The tables above indicate composite averages, percentage of students that score at or 

above grade level and average scores for core subjects. Kindergarten results are not 

listed for 2020 because they tested later than grades 1-6. 

St. Mary’s School Council met on Feb. 24, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. in Meeting Room A. 

The school council discussed the parking lot arrangements.   See announcement below. 

There was a teacher’s in-service this past month and the teachers went through diocesan programs to ensure their 

curriculums align with church doctrine at each grade level.  

The teachers were also trained on CPR and first aid. The staff had the opportunity to train on an AED which is being 

purchased for the school. 

In the accreditation process, SMGS is now at a self-evaluation phase.  A quantitative tool is used – the Effective 

Learning Environments Observation Tool – to assess the effectiveness by teacher, by grade, by subject, and by 

building.  Data will then be compiled in a diagnostic, and then action can be taken if needed.  Data is also used for 

academic assessments such as ITBS (see ITBS chart below). 

Next school council meeting is March 23. 
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 Chocolate Sales  
    Thanks to everyone who participated in our chocolate sales.  We raised over $11,000.00 
profit for our school. The top selling family was the Aiden Mai Family. Second top selling 
family was Journi Hill Family and the third top selling family was the Kingston Herwig 
Family This year, “Golden Tickets were randomly hidden in the cases of chocolate. If     
families found a ticket, their name went into a drawing for a prize. Winning families were: 
Weiss, Ward, Mai, Pfeifer-Jackson, Newell, Jesse Higgins, Plummer, Butler, Kingan, No-
votny, Romero, Stevens, Morales, Sanchez, Kaumans, Herwig, Barlow, Rivas, Douglas, 
Garcia, Hernandez, Klenda, Kingan, Sharpton, Smith, Debold, Rice, Campbell, Talley, Rios, 
Koland, McGilvray, Hadorn-Childs, Jacobs, Clegg, Barr. 

More Information Plus 
Race for Education 

On Friday, April 17th, 2020, St. Mary’s Grade School will be having its annual Race for  

Education. The purpose is to raise funds in order to continue to provide a quality education 

and affordable tuition. All classes will be walking or jogging around a designated area for a 

one-hour period. Everyone is welcome to come and cheer on their child. Look for  

information in the Red Folders for times on when your child will be participating. 

Healthy Tip: Go for Great Whole Grains 

Offer whole-wheat breads, popcorn and whole-oat    

cereals that are high in fiber and low in added sugars, 

saturated fat, and sodium. Limit refined-grain products 

such as snack bars, cakes and sweetened cereals. 

Reminder: Pre-enrollment forms 

were due February 21st. These 

forms are very important as they 

help generate the commitment 

forms that will be mailed out in 

April.  If you need another form or 

would like more information please 

call the school office. 

Commitment Forms 

Commitment Forms will be mailed out to families the first week in April. Please 

make sure you are current with tuition, lunch, Extended Care and Love N Learn.  

These forms will be due back to the school office on Friday, April 24. Forms will 

be date stamped. A $100 commitment fee is also due back with these forms. 

Be a Fit Kid: Plant a Garden 

Plant and grow flower, fruits and vegetables with your family. 

Creating a garden is tough work and a good way to stay fit 
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SPRING BREAK 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

       

March 2020 

Kind. Parent 

Meeting 

————————–————Spring Break——————————————

Father’s Day 

Mass 

4th grade  

Science Fair 

 

St. Patrick's Day 

Preschool  

Parent Meeting 

**Kindergarten 

Spring Program 

@9:30am 

SH Auction 
Match Madness 

7am-7pm 

No School– Staff 

Development 
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Heavenly Father, 

 Bless St. Mary’s Grade School and the many people who advance our      

mission. 

May our building be a home for those who seek to grow in faith, 

knowledge, and service of others. 

May our community always support one another and exhibit hospitality 

to newcomers. 

 Fill our minds with knowledge and wisdom. 

May our understanding of the world help us to grow in appreciation for 

it. 

 Fill our hearts with gladness. 

May we always turn to you in times of need. 

 Fill our hands with the tools we need to serve others. 

May we show them your unceasing love through our actions. 

 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, pray for us. 

 Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us. 

 St. Mary Queen of the Universe, pray for us. 

 Through our Master Teacher, Jesus our Lord. 

 


